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The right of self-determination means that a nation can arrange its life according to its own will. It has

the right to arrange its own life on the basis of autonomy. It has the right to enter into federal relation with

. . . O O Yy o CcOC C C C o] C
other nations. It has right to complete secession. o 8000220O00N [n?u)tchga $9C 323C3066)28020p060D
QOG0 4]Ea005 GEseN M3LSOCa088CT20 3003 BOO3ER50 83320051 MFLSSER 6 éaéweuTme@éj

il | o LT 315 1 i e f i e Sl g

L L
(-n S Q COE@ e ¢ ¢ C DO C (‘D C @)no('n " C C C (DF o “ (] C CO C
GEsel 03053 E[myer03 Bodqs :aca06es800poN GE:0R5 32(Gr8CEgPsE ©nd3qUS0MEdEE:S 0EgEqoondi
d0cHac sa@ég]:néu] 3le0ens mogs@ooooscm 8]63030005"
86 “0s 51 7 :

This of course does not mean that Social Democrats will support every demand of nation. A nation
has the right even to return to the order of things; but this does not mean that Social Democrats will subscribe
to such a decision if taken by any institution of the said nation ........ oI

@gemg
In fighting for the right of nations to self-determination, the aim of the Social Democrats is to put an end to
the policy of national oppression, to render it impossible, and thereby to remove the grounds of hostility and
reduce it to a minimum.
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It would be wrong to say that Marxists must support every national movement and that they have to
apply the principle of national self-determination as dogma in every simple case. Also the right of self -
determination of this or that national group has to be definitely denied if under the given conditions it would
serve reactionary purposes the do a disservice to the general cause of democracy.
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The various demands of democracy, including self-determination, are not absolute, but a small part

of the general democratic (now general socialist) world movement. Possible in individual concrete cases, the

part may contradict the whole, if so it must be rejected.
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The question of the right of a nation freely to secede must not be confused with the question of

whether it would be expedient for any given nation to secede at secede at any given moment.

Of course not one of the regions constitutes a compact homogeneous nation for each is interspersed with
national minorities. Such are the Jews in Poland. the Latvians in Lithuania, the Russians in Caucasus. the Poles
in the Ukraine, and so on. It may be feared. therefore, that the minorities will be oppressed by the national
majorities. But there will be grounds for this fear. only if the old order continues to prevail in the country.
Give the country complete democracy and all grounds for this fear will vanish.

What is it that particularly a national minority? A minority is discontented because it does not enjoy the right
to use its native language. Permit it to use its native language and the discontent will pass of itself. A minority
is discontented because it does not possess its own schools. Give it its own schools and all grounds for
discontent will disappear. A minority is discontented because it does not enjoy liberty of conscience, etc. Give
it these liberties and it will cease to be discontented. Thus national equality in all forms (languages, schools
etc) is an essential element} in the solution of the national problem.

A state law based on complete democracy in the country is required. prohibiting all national privileges

without exception and all kinds of disabilities and restrictions on the rights of national minorities.
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